


This b00k is dcdicated to:

The unnamed ofncers,past and prcscnt of

our sixlた siX natiOnal sections,、 vhose

efforts and inspiratiOn have given宙 taliり

and resilience to the ICS;

TOGETHER tlle national sectiOns皿

thc College



International
College
of Surgeons

Past,Present,

and Future

Six]Decades of
lntёrnational

Surgical

Collaboration



◎1995 1ntcrnadonal Collcge of Surgeons

All rights rescrved.No part Of this publicatiOll nlay be rcproduced,

並OFed in a retneval systё m.ol ransnlittcd in any form or by any

nicans,elcctronic,mechanical,phOtOcOprng,recoFding Or othcrhVisc,

宙thOut u■ep●。r pcrmision Of thc lnternttional cOllcge oF SurgeOns

This publication is sold suttCCt tO tllo cOndidons thatit、 hJI not,by

、vay oftladc or otherwsc,bc lent,resold,hired out,or Odlerwisc

circulatcd without thc ICS'sp● oF cOnSentin any forn1 0f binding

Or covcr other than thatin、 ″hich itis publishcd and、
～
ithout a slnilar

condidon including this condidolll being imposcd upOn any

subsequcnt puFChasen

Photoset,printcd and bOund in thc UK by Hcnry Ling Ltd,Thc DOrsct Prcss,Dorchester



Foreword

I was askcd to do a foreword to this book; this

assignment、 vas givcn to me because of lny close

relationship to the formativc years of this great

institution. Thc founder of thc lnternational

cOnege of surgcons was rny fathet the late Max

Thorck.Being in constant contact with hillll, I

observed and felt the thoughts that were going

through his lnind.Hc knew that thcrc wcrc lnany

mcdical and surgical societies but bccause of

distanccs and language dissinlilarities it was difn‐

cult for the lncmbers to corllrlllunicate.Distances

wcrc being and are bcing conquered; howevel‐ 7

thc surgical To、ver of Babel persistcd. In our

specialり  colnlnunication is indispensable; wc
must know what othcr surgeons are thinking,

doing and contemplating. In surgery there can

never bc any geographic boundaries or barricrs.

It was the brainchild of Max Thorck to create

an intcrnational socie句 / whiCh WOuld bring

together surgeons fI・ on■ all countries to cxchange

knowledge in the variOus flclds of surgcry. Hc

lived to sec his drealll become realiり 1

The birth of our socieり t00k decadcs.There

、vere thosc who thought it could not be acconl―

plished,thcre、vere those who thought it would

antagonizc other groups; and there werc those

whO sald“ Don't rock the boat".Butthe boat had

to be rocked and it was this chanenge that、 vas the

stilnulus for thc formation Of our conege.It was

not an easy task.The carly formative construction

wOrk was done by a coterie of dedicated,distin―

guished surgcons selected by the Founder.These

mcn rcPresented various and distinct parts of

our globe and wcrc eager for surgical collninuni‐

cation and cducation.It took years of cornlnitted

dcvotion to accomplish our prcsent state.

Elisabcth Braam has taken on thc assignment

of writing this history.No easy task!Shc has donc

a superbjob.I am sure l cxpress the gradtude of

our Fe1lows in thanking her for cOnating this vast

amount of matcrial.

There is no status quo in surgery WVc wonder

、vherc our comprehcnsive health carc systernゃ vin

take us.WVe L7ill do our part to rcmain in thc fore―

front of providing thc best and sが est techniques

that can bc offered to humankind.

PhttP ThOrek,Π cs

July 1994
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The infOrmatiOn in this b00k was PicCed

togctheち fOr the mOst part,froln articlcs in old

newsletters and othcr documents in the ICS

arch市es,which wcre,at times,accompanied by

photographs.や bヽ have benentted grcatり fI・Om
the wOrk Of Ofacers and staff、 vho chronicled

much Ofthc deve10pment ofthc C01legc Over

rlllany ycars.



Introduction
A look to the past for a better

view to the future

Professor Refaat Karrlel,ICS President(1993-1994)

Perhaps it is thc fast approach of the third

lniHennium that has given us,thc ICS leadership,

a sense of urgency to look far down the road

towards the fllture of the Collcge.The calendar

milestonc,albeit an arbitrary one,seellls to iSSue a

stronger than usual can to us to takc a rnomcntto

reflect.Rcflect on whatP``The f■lture,of coursel"

wc answen“Let us ailn for a still higher platform

of progress,let us lnakc PlanS,Chart our coursel''

And thatis exactly、 vhat wc have donc.During thc

last fev/years,we have engagcd in intensc brain―

stornling scssions, whcre the prcsent situation

wOuld be blundy analyzed as a、 vay to uncOver

innovattt changes;where new ideas were chased

afteち  tosscd around, and shapcd into rcalistic

PlanS・

Paradoxic」1)it waS then,when we were so

intensely occupied uth the f■ lturc,thatl began to

see that we would be better cquipped to interpret

the futurc,if we had a comprehcnsive knowledge

Of thc past. Some of you may ask why, at this

point,and to that question l have sevcral,somc‐

what diffcrcnt,answcrs.

Chronicling the events that took place as the

College was founded and devcloped,as best we

can,is certainly of interest in itseltt but the real

value of recording thc highlights of the past

lies in the opportunity it gives us to assess and

evaluate what happcned, and to dra、 v our con―

clusions. That constitutes a learning process

which makes the past FnCaningflll to the prcscnt,

as it provides insights in the successes, failurcs,

and strugglcs that werc part of the founding and

growing prOccss.や 石`e Willlearn much that wc can

apply to our thoughts and plans for the fllturc.

But perhaps the greatest gift that wc rcceive

frorr1 looking back at the past is pride. Pride,

because we nnd ourselves in thc company of

pcople ofgood、 ゃin,surgeons,vho vvished to share

knOwledge with each othet whercver they lived,

、vhatcver their language,beliefs,social or political

status. They deeply aspircd to an international

brotherh00d at a tilnc,in the thirties and forties,

when division,strife,and、 ■olencc were the lnain

items on the agendas ofthe world.Pridc,because

、ve nnd Ourselves in the company of lnany men

who were nOt only brilliant surgeons and scicntists,

but idealists as wcll ― idcalists who had thc

courage to actin the light of their con宙 ction.

ヽヽ4e can bc proud to belong to an organization

that has brought together thousands of surgeons

who otheruse would never havc had a chance

to mect.How much professional enlightenment,

understanding,and insight was sparked beい veen

surgeons from every cornerin the world,mceting

in Cairo,Mexico Ci、さ eヽnna,Manila,New Delhi,

Los Angeles,Buenos Ares,to namejust a few of

thc scores of cities whcre meetings sponsored by

Our Collegc took placc over ncarly six dccadesP

Ho、v many barricrs of ignorance were broken

down in thc process,ho、 v lnuch cross■ crtilization

Of ideas took PlacC,hO｀ v many surgeons became

friendsP As w■ th so rnany valuable things,this can―

not bc measured,but it is fair to bclieve that the
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cOnegc's global cmbrace has greatly cnriched thc

profession as a whole and thOusands of surgcOns

indi宙 duan"for the benent Of humankind.

ICS foundcB Max ThOrek,was 55 years Of age

when his preparatory work came tO fruitiOn in

1935 Ⅵ th the incOrporation Of thc lnternational

College of SurgeOns in Geneva, Switzcrland.

AmOng those wOrking c10sely、
～
■th hilllll in the

early ycars werc Albert Jenセer Of Geneva,
Rudolph Nisscn(then in Turkey),NIario Doghotti

and Raffaele Paolucci Ofltal"Ⅳ ranuel、lanzanilla

of ルlexicO, HallniltOn Bailey Of England, Ali

lbrahiln Pascha of Egypt, Francisco Graia of

Peru,Felixル Iandl of Palcstine,and Herman de

las Casas of Venezucla. Foremost on the rrlinds

Of these mcn was the desirc tO shape a global

surgical fraternity open to aH surgcons in good

standing, who would jOin cffOrts tO raise the

standards Of surgery and medical cthics evcry

where,improve health care policies, and cOntri―

bute to peace and understanding.

Thc sparks Of ThOrck's vlsiOn kindled the

cnthusiasln Ofsurgconsin the UDへ in particulat a

group that quickly dcveloped intO the C01lege's

arst national scctiOn, established On Decembcr

19, 1936. The group ilnmcdiately organized

clinical guilds around the natiOn which did lnuch

to bring surgical training and updatcs to thc

lcss centrally located citics and hospitals.Fel10ws

in Mexico Organized thc second sectiOn in 1939,

and by 1945 Aご gentina,Honduras,Panama,Peru,

Costa lttca,Venezucla,Brazil,C01ombia,BOli宙 a,

Haiti, China, and Turkcy had brought thc

number OfscctiOns t0 14.EurOpc and lnany other

parts of the、″orld were inv01ved or affccted by the

SecOnd Wヽ 40rld Waち which lilllited the exPansiOn

of the C01lcge temporarily Thc pace quickcned

in the late 1940s when ltaly・ Hungar" Finland,
Austria,Nicaragua,and the Philippinesjoincd the

ranks of ICS sections,fonowed in the carly 1950s

by lnorc European sections,and sectiOns in diffcr―

ent rcgions of the wOrld ―Japan, HOng Kong,
Thailand,and Pakistan.Currently the Collcge is

composed of 66 nationalsectiOns,the lnost rccent

ones ha■ ing been cstablishcd in Russia,Bulgaria,

Bangladesh,Singaporc,and Lithuania.

The flrst ●vo international asscmblies, which

took placc in the latc 1930s in Philadclphia and

Ne、v York, 、vere hosted by the US sectiOn, but

thc third Onc was hosted outside the USA,by thc

ⅣIexican Section in 1941, impressing all with

thc high qualiり ofthe scientinc prOgram and the

lal・ish hOspitaliり 1 ハs the number Of national
scctions increased and,in additiOn,thcir、 ■taliりち

the intcrnational assemblies,Or bicnnial cOngresses

as they 、verc later called, mOved al1 0ver thc

globe.Fron■ 19570n,whcn the scctions were so

numerous that thcy needcd to be grOuped into

federations fOr grcater cohcsion, international

congrcsses multiplied bccause of the fedcration

congresses now bcing hcld as wcll. These
internatiOnal congrcsses brOught panels of fbre―

most lcaders in surgery to many different lands,

making available t0 1argc nulnbcrs of 10cal

surgcons an unequaled surgical update from

around thc wOrld,as they dO tO this daァ

Thc flrstissue Of the College's scientincjournal

appcared in」uly 1938, its editOrial board cOnl‐

posed of lnembers frOm 25 different countries.

ハdl articles were summarized in Spanish,French,

Italian, and Ccrman. TO the present day it has

pro、■ded another On―going updatc in surgical

advanccment and scientinc thought from every

corner ofthe globc.NIlax ThOrek was its EditO■ in―

Chief until his death in 1960.Current Editor―

in―Chief since 1979,PrOfessOr Giuseppc PczzuOli

of ltaly9 has becn instrumcntal in elevating the

caliber of the ICSル πγηαιtO new hcights.

In a decadc the COnege had grown sO sub‐

stantially that it was in nccd of a headquarters

whcrc busincss meetings of its Offlccrs could

be held, dignitaries and Othcr guests receivcd,

and,in addition,tO provide cOnsolidation of the

lncrcaslng adlllllnlstratlvc ser171ccs.「 Fhe current

ICS headquarters at 1516 Lake ShOre Drivc in

Chicago, an elegant mansion ovcrloOking Lake

Michigan,was acquircd in 1947.An attaCent,

even grandet mansion was purchased a fcw years

later tO hOuse the Hall of Fame and lnternatiOnal

Museunl of Surgical Sciencc.This was yet another

of ThOrck's drcams realized. ルIurals, paintings,

antique surgical artifacts, old books, letters of



surgical grcats forFn a uniquc collection that tells

the story of thc history of surgcry.

Surgeons' sPouseS in the USA and Canada

established a n7ornan's Auxiliary in 1952,inspired

by Mrs Max Thorek, and raiscd substantial

amounts of inoney、 、ith which thcy supported

the Research and Scholarship program and the

Museum.Hundreds of young surgeons havc
beneflted over thc years frOm granも ,distributed

on a worldwide basis,made available by ICS for

advanced training at surgical centers of excel―

lence. T、 vcnり yearS latet in 1972, the interest

of active surgeons' sPouSes in othcr countries

prompted the founding of thc lnternational

Wヽ4oman's Auxiliary.

Max Thorck died in 1960,just a few montlls

a■7ay frOrn his eightieth birthda)l Hc Ⅵas mourncd

"many in every part of the worldo With hispassing an cxtraordinary era came to an end;

but the organization was solid and many capable

hands were ready to continue the work of

the College.Dr Horace Turncr becamc Secretary

General and the Founder'sson,Dr Philip Thorck,

took ovcr as Edito■ in―ChiefoftheJournal.

In the 1970s,the valuable、 vork of the College

was rccognizcd by thcヽ悩orld I‐Icalth Organization

(｀
～
HC))and Several pertinent United Nations'

groups,171th which the College bccame afaliated,

such as UNICEF and ECOSOC.Under the
auSPiCes of thc n7Ho the College launched a

mttOr undertakingwhen,spearlleaded"PrOfessor

Paridc Stefanini of Rome, thc surgical teams'

progralll 、vas cstablishcd and ilnplemcnted in

1974. It was conccived to counteract the “brain

drain"which had been identined by the n71‐ Io in

a report asserting that 50%of thc surgeons lvho

Lι″協αι″θπαJ ttJを グ助7οηS

studied abroad on a grant did not rcturn to their

homeland. ICS bcgan scnding teams of highly

qualined surgeOns, experts in the sPccialties

requested,to all quarters of the globe,to pro、■dc

education and training.It proved to be a lnutually

rewarding exPcrience, Ⅵ th the teaching tcam

learning as inuch about unusual pathologies and

alternative surgical approaches in the face of

lirnited availability of cquipmcnt and resources.

Twenty ycars havc passed slnce the flrst team

wentto Kenya in 1974;since then scores of tcams

have traveled far and ttndc to hclp promote

greater cquiり in teChnical and ethical surgical

standards.

The list of erninent surgeons who hclped shape

the College,17ho workcd hard to fulfln its lnission

to elevatc surgical standards of cxcellence around

the world, is long. Their accomplishments are

numerous,and they havc left us a rich heritage

wlth unlinlited Potential,for us to unfold.How

can wc not bc inspircd,motivated,and fortined

by their cxampleP How can we not be chanenged

by this hcritage of opportunities left to us by

fellow surgcons whose宙 sion and altruism shaped

this unique organizationP

I hOPC thatthc fo1lo私 Ang pages,guiding you on

a little excursion into our past,wlll insPire yOu

tO forge ahcad Ⅵ th courage and optilnism as

a surgeon and as a Fellow of the lntcrnational

Collcge of Surgeons.I welcome each one ofyou

to help bring about the realization of our、 ■sion

and Plans for thc future ofthe College,deaned in

the last chapter of this book.Together we shall

meet tlle challcnge and ettoy the excitement of

thc condnuous, fast― PaCed changes in surgical
conccpts and technolog)L




